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List and brief description of virtual events and collaboration activities organised during
the Grant Period.

The following virtual events and collaboration activities have been organized during the Grant Period:

- Webinars: (almost) weekly webinars led by both Senior and early career investigators have been
organized with the aim to discuss research topics related to the different Working Groups of the
Action. The virtual seminars have represented an excellent opportunity to share research activities
and reinforce interaction among the network members. This series has been held through a
platform specifically set up for the event and it is now available on the AttoChem YouTube channel
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsUudQkqiW1SZ9aojOTKq_A).

- Working Group videos: three videos related to the three working groups of the Action have been
produced with the aim to illustrate the Action’s goals and activities to the general public. These
videos focus on the main research topics connected to experiment, theory and applications in
attochemistry. All the videos are available on the YouTube channel of the Action
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsUudQkqiW1SZ9aojOTKq_A).

- Lab tour videos: two groups involved in the Action produced two independent lab tour videos.
They present the specific research activity carried out by each group and future perspectives
related to ultrafast science.

- Virtual Mobility Grants: two young researchers applied for virtual mobility grants. The activities
proposed consisted of computational activities carried out thanks to virtual collaboration between
different groups of the Action.

In addition to the activities illustrated so far for which I was personally responsible, two events,
namely the Attochem Young Scientists’ Symposium 2021 and the Second annual workshop of the
Action, took place both in virtual format during the Grant Period.

Contribution to the COST Action and the COST Strategy for each of the virtual events and
collaboration activities organised.



Describe this information giving details on the  contribution towards:

● Progress towards the Action objectives and deliverables.

● COST Excellence and inclusiveness Policy, especially towards the support of researchers in
COST Inclusiveness Target Countries

● Stakeholder engagement and promoting participation of researchers from NNC and IPC
(COST Global Networking)

(max. 500 words)

All the virtual events and collaboration activities realized during the Grant Period followed and satisfied
both goals and directions indicated in the virtual strategy. In particular, the impact of the virtual activities
taken place during the Grant period was on multiple fronts: advertising the research activities of the groups
belonging to the network (webinars, lab tour videos), reinforcing the communication among the groups
(webinars, virtual mobility grants), familiarizing researchers as well as the wider public with the research
activity within the network (working group videos), promoting scientific activities of the AttoChem COST
Action (webinars, videos, meetings promoted within the virtual mobility grants, young scientist
symposium, 2nd annual meeting). The Action objectives and deliverables (publications, new collaborations,
knowledge transfer etc) have been achieved through all the virtual activities proposed, although in a
different way depending on the nature of the activity, as highlighted above. Also, all the activities - the
webinar series in particular - have contributed to promote the COST inclusiveness Policy with particular
attention to the researchers working in COST Inclusiveness Target Countries, as well as to promote the
gender balance and to involve early career investigators. The resources offered by the virtual networking
activities have helped to create a link with the relevant stakeholders with the aim to bridge the gap to
external applications. All the virtual networking activities also aimed to encourage collaboration with
researchers from NNC and IPC.

Description of identified successful practices and lessons learned.

(max. 500 words)

In times of social distances, running a series of virtual events has represented a golden opportunity to
promote the Action activity and to carry on the discussion on scientific topics which lie at the heart of our
network. In particular, the success of the webinars convinced us to repeat the initiative during the next
Grant Period, especially considering that many PhD students and early career investigators have actively
participated. The virtual seminars actually represent a stimulating and easy tool to connect people and to
inspire curiosity with respect to some general and/or specific topics connected to what the speakers
present.

The WG video production has had several positive implications in addition to those expected: allowing the
discussion between the WG leaders to plan a better strategy for the promotion of the Action; learning how
the visual tools can be adapted to scientific contents (and vice versa); imaging and realizing a new way to
explain and make interesting/usable goals and perspectives of the Action to a wider public.

Individual lab tour videos: they allowed to describe the activity of the labs involved in the Action and to
promote short term scientific missions.

Virtual Mobility Grants: they lead to fruitful collaborations between different groups involved in the Action.
Furthermore, they stimulated young researchers to conceive new activities to be realized in a virtual way.


